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In order to have a really great weekend car show with your
TOGCC "friends", there are several things you must do.
You have know that your "friends" are going to meet in Lin-
dale at 9:45 am to meet up other "friends". Of course those
"friends" don't show up. But you don't know this, because,
as your "friends" keep telling you, you don't have a cell
phone. So, while you think that your "friends" will be meet-
ing other "friends" at 9:45 am and then leaving Lindale at
10:00 am to meet you about 30 miles down the road in
Canton, you leave the house at about 9:50 am to travel the
16 miles to Canton to join them. Of course, what you don't
realize is that, while both roads have 65 mph speed limits,
your "friends" are going 88 mph. What that means to you is
that when get to Canton at 10:10 am and stop at the gas
station to fill-up, so your "friends" won't have to wait on you,
your "friends", at 88 mph, went through town in less than 45
sec's. That's about the same amount of time it takes to get
your gas card out your wallet, slide it into the pump and
then put back in your wallet. And since, as your "friends"
will tell you again later, you don't have a cell phone, so they
can't call you. But, since you don't know this, you drive over
to the Whataburger parking lot to wait for your "friends". At
11:05 a.m. it occurs to you that your "friends" are not going
stop, or even slow down for you. So then you head on by
yourself to Texas Motor Speedway and your hotel, where
your "friends" are now waiting, you hope. Now you would
think this would be enough caring from your "friends", but
nooo, there's more. When you finally get to your hotel, one
of your "friends", who earlier drove by you at 88 mph, is
now in the lobby of the hotel, waiting for you. He knows
your there because he was up in his room, looking out the
window as you drove slowly around the parking lot, looking
for a place to park. So now your up in his room, where the
rest of your group of "friends", who drove by you at 88 mph
are gathered. Once again your "friends" mention that you
don't carry a cell phone. Then, in an attempt to show you
what fun you missed by not traveling with them, they tell
you how the wife of one your other "friends", got airborne
again and hit her head on the roof. | couldn't help but won-
der why no one had told her about seat belts. They work
great. Well, having been on the road by myself for awhile
with no stops, | asked one of my "friends" if | could use
their restroom. So when | come out, another one of my
"friends", being concerned for my health, asked me if | had
washed my hands, before sitting in my lap. Which was nice,
but then her husband, another one of my "friends", shows
up, so she had to move. Now it was time to do a little site
seeing. So | piled into the car with my date (This will be dis-
cussed later). We go to a place called Cabela’s, a really
great sporting goods store. It was at this point that | was
informed that there would be no GORDO stuff in this store. |
was really glad this was brought to my attention early that
way | didn't waste a lot of time looking. Now Cabela’s has

some really majestic looking animals. There are Polar
Bears, EIk, Deer, Lions, Moose and a very powerful look-
ing Elephant. But my "friends" lead me around to the fish-
ing area. There they show me one butt-ugly fish known as
a SOCKEYE. It was red & green and had hook shaped
jaws. My "friends" now informed me that this fish really
represented me. But hang on , they ain't through yet. Be-
cause, next to the sock-eye, was another fish known as a
sock-eye spawn, which was really, really red, which is
how you could get when your "friends" are pointing out
the resemblance between you and a butt-ugly fish. So
now its time to leave Cabela’s and head to the hotel to get
ready for a buffet dinner later that night. We start to go to
our rooms to shower and dress, when it's brought to my
attention by my "friends", that since my wife wasn't able to
attend, it was really nice that she let me bring a date. Be-
cause when you share a room with a guy who tells people
at the most resent club meeting that he would wear a
dress to raise money, your "friends" are not going to let
that slide. So, my ugly date and | went downstairs to meet
with the rest of my "friends" to go eat. But then something
really amazing happened. My "friends" turned on my date
and left me alone for awhile. It turns out that my date had
told Russ that, while riding for three hours in a car with
Herman, he had new found respect for Russ. So, while
we're standing in line for our food, Russ drops this little
tidbit on the group. Boy, was it nice to sit back and watch
the pack attack someone else. It was vicious. And this
was just Friday night. We've still got two days to go.

Now its Saturday. Car show was great. Great place too
have it. Really glad | didn't miss it. Later that night, my
date beat out one of his best "friends" and won 1st. place
in his class. TOGCC also received a club participation
award, which | had to go up and get because none of my
"friends" were there. That's the end of Saturday.

Now its Sunday morning, track day. The day I've been
waiting for. My date and | went to eat breakfast at the
Waffle House. He bought. | still wouldn't put out. Went
back to T.M.S.. Waited for one hour in line to get on road
course. I'm in first group to get on track, fourth car in line.
Two laps later | spin out at about 40 mph. 180 degree
spin. "Friends" saw it. | left road course and went to stag-
ing area for hot laps. My "friends" were quick to point out
that not only had they heard the spin, they were watching.
| was then told that | had now passed the GORDO school
of driving. | told them "Thank You". Made a few hot laps
around oval track. Managed to keep going same direction
as everyone else. Trying not to embarrass club anymore.
It's now time for 12:00 - 1:00 lunch break we decide to go
to Chili's. | get there last, because | missed exit. Every-
one knows that if you make it out of the GORDO school of
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driving, you can only make left turns. Got to restau-
rant. See "friends" seated at a table with an empty
seat. Decide to sit at a table with strangers. Still not
safe. Waitress come's over, wants to know what
SOCKEYE would like to drink. Few minutes later, wife
of "friend", who on Friday was sitting in my lap,
comes over to table to twist knife in back just a little
more. Had some good food and good conversation
with strangers. Felt safe for awhile. Lunch over.
"Friend" leaves with my date to head home. Bye.
Head back to track for more hot laps. Had a great
time with my "friends". You should have been there.
Can't wait till next year. But I've come up with some
rules for next year to make even better for me.

Rule #1 - Never wait for "friends" on side of road.
Drive like hell to get there first.

Rule #2 - Never go to Cabela’s with "friends".
They'll find an ugly dead animal to compare you

too.

Rule #3 - Don't take an ugly date to a car show.
They don't look good in a dress, and when

your dancing, they want to lead.

Rule#4 - Never go to a restaurant with your
"friends". Sit with strangers. It's better for your

mental stability.

Rule #5- Never drive your car where any of your
"friends" can see you. If you screw up, they

will tell you everything you did wrong, and then
they'll call your car a rolling zit.

Now should you decide to ignore these rules, don't be
surprised if, while your still over 100 miles from home,
cell phones are ringing all over the world. Your wife
will know everything you've done every minute of the
time you've been gone. Your "friends" are just looking
out for you. And, now that | realize how good | am at
keeping my "friends" entertained, I'm looking forward
to many more trips in the future.

Submitted by an anonymous author “SOCKEYE”"

| didn’t realize SOCKEYE's were so sensitive
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Hey fellow Vetters!

Just thought we would drop you a line to let everyone know, not only did we raise $360 for Neil McCoy's Angel Network
with our garage sale, we also donated 2 truck loads and 2 SUV loads of left over valuables to Hope's Closet. Except for
one article of women's apparel that ended up in Dennis Dick's C6??? This is the place that helps the women's crisis
center not only with money from selling items in the store to having the ladies and their children come in and get what is
needed to help them get started again. The center was very grateful for everything given. Next year, if we would call
ahead of time, the center will come out and pick up all the items we have left. So thank you from the Women's Crisis
Center and thank you from us also. We as a club did a great job and had fun doing it. Just ask Dennis.
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